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Dear Readers,

The death of Pope Francis on 21st April 2025, marked the end of an era for a Pope
who openly acknowledged the existence of child sexual abuse within religious
institutions. Of course, there has been criticism that he did not do enough to
address the problem. However, the confession and admission of the existence of
these challenging aspects of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) by a highest ranking official
in the Catholic Church presents a huge opportunity to respond to CSA within
religious institutions. We have had cases of abuse worldwide, as well as serious
issues in Malawi, including a case involving a preacher called Adadi 1 in Ntcheu
district, along with many other instances of abuse and violence against children in
religious settings. We are, however, hopeful that the work started by Pope Francis
will continue to be pursued to ensure zero tolerance of child sexual abuse in the
Catholic Church and all religious institutions. May the soul of Pope Francis Rest in
Power. 

We continue counting the days to Malawi’s 16 September 2025 General Elections.
The campaigns are heating up, some people are losing the primary elections while
others are winning. Whatever the case, we urge all political leaders to embrace
democratic principles and accept defeat. We need to understand that elections
are a competition, and we must allow those who have won to proceed and
represent the political party in the polls. The beauty of it is that if you feel people
would want them to be their representatives, let them contest as independent
candidates without causing any problems.

Malawi is planning to commemorate the International Family Day with a focus on
the family in the urban settings. Urbanization is an aspect that we need to refocus
on and examine how family relationships in urban settings are developing. Family
life in the urban setting has been a complicated process which, in turn, is heavily
impacting on the growth and development of the children. Recent issues
surrounding unemployment, Gender-Based Violence (GBV), drug and substance
abuse, and individualism are among the challenges facing urban areas. Malawi
needs to wake up and respond to these challenges in the urban family setting. 

Have a wonderful month

with MacBain Mkandawire
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A TRIBUTE TO THE GREAT
HUMANITARIAN - LATE BARRY SEGAL

(1935 – 2025) 

With deep sadness and profound respect,
YONECO mourns the demise of Barry Segal,
the founder of Segal Philanthropies who died on
16 April, 2025, after 90 years of a meaningful
and purposeful life. 

We will forever remember Barry Segal as a
visionary philanthropist, a champion for peace,
equality, and an enthusiast of community-driven
development in African and beyond. His generosity
and selflessness touched the lives of many across
the globe. Through the Segal Family Foundation
(SFF), Barry Segal widely extended his belief in the
power of local initiatives in solving local
challenges. In this venture, we recognize how he
dedicated his time and resources to enhance the
agency of grassroot leadership and local
organizations in a tireless bid to transform the lives
of people. 

As we stand, YONECO and the people it serves
are among the incredibly fortunate to have been
touched by Barry’s unwavering generosity and
vision. His support through the SFF
significantly contributed to the growth and
impact of our interventions on youth, women
and child development. Barry Segal’s steadfast
and persistent willingness to offer help and
support enabled YONECO to significantly
impact the lives of thousands of people in
Malawi. Women and the youth have gained
skills and life-serving services while children a
are able to find safety and support they always
need. 

Indeed, Barry Segal’s generosity touched more lives
than can be counted. His legacy remains in the
futures he helped in shaping and the hope he
supported to restore. We will always remember him
as a man who uplifted communities, empowered
local change-makers and in his deeds, he constantly
reminded the world that meaningful change that we
all want to see is very possible. 

To his family, acquaintances, and all members of
staff at the SFF, we extend our deepest condolences
on his passing. May you all find solace in knowing
that Barry Segal’s legacy will continue to shine
brightly in this world. 

Rest in Peace.
Your light remains - YONECO



On 1  May we honor every hand,st

That works to build and grow the land.
From fields to factories, near and far,
Each worker shines like a bright star.

With sweat and strength, they shape
our days,

In many quiet, humble ways.
Together strong, we stand as one,
For all the work that must be done.

Their courage lights the path ahead,
With hopes and dreams so boldly

spread.
In every role, both big and small,
Their efforts lift and serve us all.

So let us raise our voices high,
And thank the hands that reach the

sky.
For every job, both great and small,

We celebrate the work of all.

HONOURING THE
WORKERS

By Wilson

Mkandawire





YONECO, through its district office in Mwanza,
organized a youth engagement session as one of
the steps towards ending Gender-Based Violence
(GBV) in the district. 

The activity that was held on 16 April 2025, aimed
at promoting dialogue and empowering the youth
to take active roles in prevention of GBV in their
communities. 

The session was attended by a total of 12 young
participants, 7 girls and 5 boys, who engaged in
various interactive activities, including group
discussions and role-plays.

The session firstly introduced the concept of GBV
and later, the young participants were engaged to
explore the roots of GBV in power imbalances and
social inequalities that come into play. During the
discussions, it was agreed that GBV affects all
genders, although it is often perpetrated by males
against females.

YONECO Equips Mwanza Youth to Fight
Gender-Based Violence
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The youth should understand that fighting GBV isn’t
just about raising awareness; it’s also about taking
action within their circles. They also need to realize
that they have the power to influence attitudes and
challenge harmful norms," said Mary Chimenya, one
of the facilitators from YONECO. 

During the session, the participants were supported
with practical tools to recognize and respond to GBV
in their designated communities.

At the end of the session, the facilitators shared
YONECO’s toll-free helplines (116, 5600, and 393) for
reporting abuse or seeking assistance as one way of
ensuring continued support beyond the session. 

Insert: Young people who were reached
captured here during the engagement session



UNFPA Resident Representative Visits
Bwananyambi Safe Space Mentors
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On 3 March 2025, the UNFPA Resident
Representative to Malawi, Nelida Rodrigues
visited Safe Space mentors in the area of
Traditional Authority (T/A) Bwananyambi in
Mangochi district.

During the visit, Nelida Rodrigues
encouraged the mentors to continue
supporting adolescent girls and young
women who are challenged by
multidimensional harmful sociocultural
norms that perpetuate Gender-Based
Violence (GBV).

With support from UNFPA, YONECO
trained a total of 50 Safe Space mentors
who are creating inclusive and
empowering sociocultural environments
for young women and adolescent girls
in their designated areas across
Mangochi district. 

The trained mentors have been key in
making GBV case referrals, facilitating
group activities, and collecting
feedback that informs programming.

Insert: Mentors from Bwananyambi Safe Space posing with UNFPA Resident Representive
and YONECO staff after the visit in Mangochi district.
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Chikwawa District Trains 29 Frontline Child
Protection Workers 

Child Protection and Development
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YONECO participated in a 4-day Child Protection
Case Management training aimed at equipping
child protection frontline workers with the
necessary skills and knowledge to handle cases
related to children in the area.

The training was attended by 29 participants (14
male, 15 female), including child protection workers
and case workers from Community-Based
Organizations (CBOs), village development
committees, and child protection committees
from the area of Group Village Head (GVH)
Tombondela in Traditional Authority (T/A)
Chapananga.

Participants received training in various topics
including the case management process, the
ecosystem model of child protection, the
competencies required for case managers, and
an orientation to the child protection
management booklet.

In his remarks, one of the child protection workers in
T/A Chapananga, Mambazo Mandele, expressed
satisfaction with the training, stating that it had
empowered them to become experts in handling
child protection issues. He encouraged his fellow
participants to commit themselves to work
diligently in their impact areas to create a
conducive environment for children.

The presence of YONECO during the training
increased visibility for the efforts being made in
child protection and strengthened coordination
with the government regarding capacity-building
training.

Insert: YONECO staff together with CPWs and representatives from various CBOs after the Child Protection
Case Management Training in Chikwawa district.
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Child Protection and Development
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On 11 April 2025, YONECO reached 1,346
learners with Gender-Based Violence
(GBV) awareness messages during a
session that was held at Mulanje Primary
School in the area of Traditional Authority
(T/A) Mabuka, Mulanje district.

The session was part of the activities
marking the end of the school term and
was conceptualized in anticipation of
children spending more time at home
during the two-week holiday.

The learners were also informed about
various child abuse and GBV reporting
mechanisms, which include YONECO’s
Tithandizane toll-free Helplines – 116, the
Child Helpline, and 5600, the GBV Crisis
Line.

YONECO Holds
GBV Awareness

Session at
Mulanje

Primary School

Tackling Voter
Apathy Ahead
of September

2025 Elections
As Malawi approaches the General
Elections (GE) on 16 September, YONECO
conducted session with registered
constituents in Chikwawa to encourage
them to exercise their constitutional
right on the polling day.

The session was held at Njereza
Resource Centre in the area of
Traditional Authority (T/A) Kasisi, as part
of YONECO's efforts to address voter
apathy.

The registered voters were encouraged
to elect political leaders based on their
agendas not the handouts they
distribute during the campaign period.

Insert: YONECO field officer engaging with
community members during the session.
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YONECO Strengthens Community Protection
Structures in Conflict Analysis and Resolution

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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Committees (VCPCs), Mother Groups, and
youth representatives from the areas of
Traditional Authority (T/A) Kaduya and
Mkhumba in the district.

The training was conducted under the
Sustaining Community Women Movement in
Peacebuilding and Humanitarian Response
project, which is supported by Women Peace
and Humanitarian Fund through UN Women.
 
The project seeks to strengthen women’s
participation in peacebuilding and
humanitarian response by empowering
grassroots structures with the necessary
tools and knowledge to foster peaceful and
resilient communities.

With support from UN Women, YONECO has
equipped members of various community
protection structures with knowledge and skills
in conflict analysis and resolution, effective
communication, decision-making, leadership,
and Gender-Based Violence (GBV) prevention
in Phalombe district.

The training session primarily focused on key
thematic areas to enhance the capacity of the
targeted structures to manage community-
level cases and resolve conflicts in a more
coordinated and inclusive manner.

The two two-day training session brought
together representatives of Community Victim
Support Units (CVSUs), Community-Based
Organizations (CBOs), Village Civil Protection 

Insert: Members from various CVSUs, CBOs, VCPCs, Mother Groups and youth groups captured here
during the meeting in Phalombe district.
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Standing Up against Malpractices in Disaster
Response

YONECO Cultural Troupe and the
Tithandizane Helpline Services team
launched a two-day caravan in Phimbi and
Mkaya villages, Balaka district, promoting
transparency and accountability under the
ECHO – Malawi Drought Response Project.

The activity commenced on April 15, 2025,
and will continue through April 16, 2025. Its
aim is to empower community members to
demand their rights and report corruption
without fear.

The team visited Phimbi Village, T/A Phimbi,
GVH Phimbi, where a crowd gathered at a
mini market. They also stopped in Mkaya 

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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Village, GVH Mkaya, T/A Mkaya, and
Kadammanja Village, GVH Khwalala, T/A
Mkaya, spreading their message far and
wide.

During the caravan, community members
were sensitized on Accountability for the
Affected Population messages,
emphasizing their rights as beneficiaries
and the importance of not sharing their
entitlements with anyone. The team took
the opportunity to provide toll-free
numbers for reporting grievances.

Insert: The audience captured here at one of the stops during the Helpline Caravan in Balaka
district.
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SLG Monitoring Visits Boost Financial Discipline in
Chikwawa

Child Protection and Development
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In an effort to promote financial inclusion
and empowerment for the recipients of the
Social Cash Transfer Programme, YONECO
and the Department of Gender and
Community Development conducted
monitoring visits to Savings and Loan
Groups (SLGs) for the beneficiaries in
Chikwawa.

During the visits, community members
shared their experiences and sought
technical support on various challenges
they face in financial management. The
communities were supported with practical
examples. 

Community members indicated that the
monitoring visits which YONECO and its
partners conduct, help in reinforcing
financial discipline, and encouraging
accountability among group members. 

Insert: Some of the savings and loans groups beneficiaries in Chikwawa district during the
engagement meeting.
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“Before I joined the village savings and
loans group, I didn’t know how to save
money,” explained Mercy Nsona, a savings
and loans group member. “Now, I’m able
to save and use the money to grow my
business.”

“The monitoring visits are not just about
oversight; we also aim to empower
communities to ably take charge of their
financial future,” explained Sajdah Bunaya,
a Project Officer for YONECO.



Women and Youth Farmers Thrive After Sunflower
Seed Support in Mchinji 

Child Protection and Development
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Women and young farmers from the areas
of Traditional Authority (T/A) Zulu and
Mkanda in Mchinji district are expecting a
promising harvest following YONECO’s
economic empowerment initiative, which
benefited 1,485 farmers through the
distribution of 3,375 kilograms of sunflower
seeds.

The current crop estimates indicate that
the majority of the farmers who benefitted
from the targeted agricultural support
initiative are expected to have a bumper
harvest surpassing the previously
anticipated yield. 

Through this initiative, YONECO aims to
economically empower women and young
people in rural parts of Malawi. The
initiative which prioritizes inclusivity and
sustainability, targets women and the
youth as they are often missing in
commercial agricultural activities. 
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This is the first time I have grown
sunflowers on this scale. I used to depend
on maize only but now I see the
cultivation of sunflower as a real business
opportunity,” said Memory Mazengera, a
28-year-old farmer from Mkanda.

“We are attributing this to improved
farming practices and access to quality
seeds, have made a big difference and
we expect this to have a ripple effect on
household income and nutrition as well,"
explained Bezai Chafukira, Agricultural
Extension Development Officer for
Mkanda.
 
The sunflower crop is valued for its oil
production and its contribution to soil
health by improving structure, aeration
and adding organic matter. Thus, with the
increased demand for sunflower oil,
women and youth famers from the
targeted rural areas have a market for
their harvests. 

Insert: One of the seed beneficiaries appreciating how the crop has matured in his farm in T/A Zulu, Mchinji
district.



Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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YONECO, NGO-GCN Touts Women Aspirant
Leaders in Machemba Constituency

YONECO and NGO Gender Coordination Network
– Malawi held an engagement meeting with
political leaders in Machemba Constituency,
Phalombe, aimed at promoting women’s
representation in leadership positions ahead of
the September 16 General Elections (GE).

The meeting urged the leaders to rally behind
capable female candidates in the upcoming
primary elections and further support their bid
for positions in the GE.

In his remarks, Traditional Authority (TA)
Namasoko and other stakeholders highlighted
the potential which women have hinted on the
need to focus on merit over gender.

YONECO also stressed the right to political
participation for all people and condemned
gender-based abuse and discrimination in
political circles.

The participants were encouraged to call
YONECO’s Tithandizane toll-free helplines to
report any form of intimidation which aspirant
women leaders face.

This activity was conducted with financial
support from UN Women whereby NGO-GCN
is implementing a project aimed at
enhancing women representation in politics
while YONECO is implementing a project
aimed at enhancing women participation in
leadership and conflict resolution.

In total, the meeting comprised of about 150
participants

Insert: A cross sectional view of participants captured here during the engagement meeting in
Phalombe district. 
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Malawi Honours YONECO’s Work with
Street-Connected Children

On 22 April 2025, YONECO received a special
recognition for promoting the rights of
street-connected children at the
commemoration event for this year’s
International Day for Street Connected
Children that was held at the Kamuzu Palace
in Lilongwe.

YONECO has been acknowledged as an
organization that employs a systematic
approach to ensure that street-connected
children are mentored and developed into
responsible citizens of Malawi.

Among other interventions, YONECO has
been recognized for establishing safe
spaces for survivors of child abuse, 

managing Youth Drop-in Centres (DIC),
operating toll-free helpline services, and
engaging in media advocacy through its
YFM Radio Station.

The Executive Director of YONECO, MacBain
Mkandawire, received the award at the
event presided over by the First Lady, Her
Excellency Madam Monica Chakwera, who
also hosted a luncheon attended by at
least 200 street-connected children.

Media, Collaboration, Networking and Coordinating
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Insert: Madam Monica Chakwera hands over a certificate of recognition to YONECO
Executive Director Mr. MacBain Mkandawire at the function in Lilongwe.

YONECO VOICE-Monthly Newsletter 
May 2025



Media, Collaboration, Networking and Coordinating

Page 16

activist, policymakers, and development
partners to share evidence-based
approaches that empower communities to
prevent GBV effectively.

In his remarks, the Executive Director of
YONECO, MacBain Mkandawire, stressed the
critical role of engaging local leaders,
women, and youth as champions of peace
and advocates against GBV. He emphasized
that sustainable change can only be
achieved by strengthening community-led
initiatives, fostering partnerships, and
ensuring that prevention efforts are deeply
rooted in local contexts. 

As the end of the CSW69, delegates adopted
a strong and powerful Declaration and a
multi-year Programme to respect, protect,
and champion the rights, equality, and
empowerment of women and girls across
the globe. 

YONECO and the Chikwawa District Council held
a successful joint clean-up at Dyeratu Market,
led by the District Environmental Officer and
attended by various stakeholders. 

The exercise aimed to raise awareness among
vendors and market users about the
importance of good sanitation and hygiene to
prevent health risks. Participants showed strong
commitment to maintaining cleanliness, and
the event fostered stakeholder engagement
and a shared sense of responsibility.

The District Environmental Officer expressed
gratitude to all involved, emphasizing the
ongoing need for collaboration to ensure a
clean and healthy market environment.

Stakeholders Unite for Clean-Up Exercise at
Dyeratu Market

Insert: Stakeholders captured in the thick of things
sweeping the road and pavements at Dyeratu

Market in Chikwawa district.
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YONECO ED Attends 45th Ordinary
Session of ACERWC

The Executive Director of YONECO,
MacBain Mkandawire, attended the
45th Ordinary Session of the African
Committee of Experts on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC)
that was held from 7 to 11 April, 2025
in Maseru, Lesotho. 

In this session, the committee
launched two critical studies on the
implementation of the Committee's
decisions and recommendations,
and on climate change and
children's right

ACERWC is an African Union Organ
mandated to monitor the
implementation of the Charter as
well as promote and protect
children’s rights in Africa.
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Insert: Participants from various countries during the 45  Ordinary Session of ACERWC in
Maseru, Lesotho. 

th
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Malawi Commemorates 2025 World Consumer
Rights Day in Zomba

Malawi commemorated the World
Consumer Rights Day at a function that
was held on 11 April, 2025 at Gymkhana
Club in Zomba, under the theme “Fair and
Safe Digital Space for Consumers.”

YONECO participated in the event, which
was organized by the Malawi
Communications Regulatory Authority
(MACRA), and featured the Director of
MACRA, Daud Suleman, as the guest of
honor.

During his keynote address, the Director
of MACRA acknowledged the many
different stakeholders present at the
function, including YONECO, and urged all
partners and the general public to hold
accountable the many service provider 

Media, Collaboration, Networking and Coordinating
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platforms that the public utilizes. He
stressed the importance of ensuring
consumer rights are upheld through the
regulatory board, MACRA.

YONECO showcased its various digital-
based services, from the Tithandizane
National Helpline to the YONECO FM
National Radio Station, informing visitors
on how they may access the different
services the organization provides.

The event concluded with a lively
performance by musical sensation Kell
Kay, who entertained participants at the
venue.

Insert: The audience that gathered at Gymkhana Club ground in Zomba being entertained at
the end of the function.
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Deloitte Trains CDC Partners in Grant
Oversight, Complince and Sustainability

Some members of YONECO staff attended
a 3-day grants management bootcamp
that was organized by Deloitte and Baylor
with support from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) under the
Capacity for Sustainability project.

 The three-day training that was
conducted in Lilongwe from 1 to 3 April
2025, was organized with the aim of
empowering the implementing partners of
CDC with knowledge and tools for effective
grants oversight, regulatory compliance,
and long-term organizational
sustainability.

“The knowledge we have gained in this
training is very helpful as we continue
implementing various donor-funded
projects that positively 
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Insert: Participants being taken through the content of the training by of the facilitators in Lilongwe.

impact the lives of the youth, women,
children and other vulnerable groups of
people,” explained Mbananda Saka-Mahala,
one of the participants from YONECO. 

The bootcamp also empowered the
YONECO team with practical knowledge on
financial management, donor policy
compliance, risk avoidance, and best
practices.

Through the sessions, participants were
supported with practical activities on
financial management, adherence to donor
policies, risk mitigation strategies and some
global best practices.
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YONECO Launches Afforestation Initiative to
Restore Mpira Dam Catchment Area

On 8 April 2025, YONECO, in collaboration with
Ntcheu District Forestry Office, a launch event for
the afforestation of land areas in schools and
communities around Mpira Dam catchment area in
Ntcheu district.

The launch event, held in Ntcheu, will see the
establishment of fruit orchards and woodlots in
villages and 14 schools within the vicinity of Mpira
Dam, whose annual water retention has been
affected by deforestation in its catchment area.

Speaking at the launch, the Deputy Headteacher of
Ntcheu Secondary School, Sautso Mwadula,
expressed his gratitude that the school and its
learners are part of the Mpira Dam catchment area
afforestation drive.

On behalf of her fellow students, Serister Mhango, a
Form 3 student at the school, pledged their
commitment to both their studies and the care of
the trees around their campus. She further

encouraged her schoolmates to maintain the
culture of planting trees even at home.

“Trees are vital to our everyday lives, and we need
to plant more to benefit more as well,” explained
Serister.

 The initiative is one of the activities that YONECO
is implementing with financial support from FAO
under the Forest Land Restoration Project. The
project aims to promote forest land restoration
activities in schools and communities around the
Mpira Dam, which supplies tap water to Ntcheu,
Balaka, and Liwonde towns.

Taking his turn, the Executive Director of YONECO,
MacBain Mkandawire, expressed gratitude to FAO
for the support towards the restoration of Mpira
Dam catchment area. Mkandawire stated that, on
a larger scale, this initiative will also help in
addressing various climate change-related
challenges that Malawi is currently facing.

Climate Change and Disaster Management
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Insert: Learners and FAO staff watching while one waters a tree that was planted during the event.
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