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Dear Readers,

The themes for August 2025 were hard to come by, considering the surprises that occurred in the last ten
days of July 2025. The challenging aspects of selecting running mates for 16 September 2025, combined
with the hype generated by these surprises, created a significant obstacle that made writing quite
difficult. The hopefuls for the running mates appeared to be left in the cold, revealing a considerable
amount of advisory and independence within the key political parties. What is more encouraging is that
presidential aspirants have managed to keep the parties intact for now. We can make predictions about
what will happen as the campaign unfolds. A critical lesson learned by the majority of us is the affirmation
of the notion that “In politics, you don't have a permanent friend or a permanent enemy”. The agenda for
many political parties is to win the elections, and therefore they will try to bury their hatchets and focus on
winning. We can only wish good luck to all presidential candidates and their running mates.

While we recognize that the campaign has been launched and the battle for the State House has begun.
We know that we need to get to the state house. Our plea and prayer are that we campaign responsibly.
The use of derogatory words, abusive language, and violence is not permitted. We must focus on the real
issues and on how we can reduce poverty levels. We are among the poorest countries, competing with
war-torn nations and yet we have never been at war. Perhaps our battles lie in our own laziness and lack
of focus. Social media should not be a tool for harassment. Let us campaign in a responsible manner.

The last five years have also seen a civil society in the governance sector that has been dormant and
lacked focus as a watchdog for the systems. A few organisations tried but were unable to move with the
necessary desire. The glaring truth is that CSOs, led by NAP, asked the president to recall parliament on
Tuesday, 5 August 2025, to discuss and amend a recently passed law because it impinges on people’s
rights to vote, which calls into question our role as civil society. Civil society is the watchdog, and it does
seem that our role in overseeing the many governance issues in Malawi has slipped from our grasp. This is
just one example of many laws that we may not have given attention to, and we may wake up one day to
find those laws being used against us. It's not surprising that corruption continues to increase, with the
ACB being silent and inactive on many issues raised regarding corruption. We observe perpetrators of
violence being protected by the system, and we also see civil society being quietly used. There are also
individuals serving in the public sector, including CSOs, who are actively involved in partisan politics. This is
an issue that must be managed because we are creating history, and before we realise it, this will
become the modus operandi.

As civil society, we need to manage the mediocre, regardless of who is in power. We must seriously reflect
on our role as civil society actors. We represent the interests of the people, and no matter what happens,
we have a democracy to uphold. There are dictatorial elements emerging in the manifestos, and because
civil society organisations (CSOs) are divided, these will become embedded in policies and laws. We
envision a situation where NGOs in this country are not receiving foreign aid directly, leaving the
government in control of our finances. We have buried our heads in the sand, believing that this issue will
resolve itself. Mark this article and reference it after 16 September 2025.

with MacBain Mkandawire
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We recently observed discussions and deliberation regarding the roles of CONGOMA and NGORA. As usual,
we have noted with concern the conflicting responsibilities. We have systematically worked to weaken
CONGOMA as a mouthpiece for NGOs and CSOs in Malawi. It would be naive to overlook the fact that the
regulation of NGOs in Malawi emerged when they began questioning the infamous “open term,” which
later became the “third term” during the Bakili Muluzi era. We vividly remember how tense the situation
was. Some former cabinet ministers, to whom we openly expressed our concerns about the implications
of this dangerous law, are now suffering, and we hope they recall our words. Through CONGOMA, unity of
purpose was ensured, and we remember the aspects of the Grand Coalition of NGOs as tools for
engagement in addressing governance issues. Advocacy was a central theme in the sector. The current
government, which has incorporated some of the most vocal critics of poor governance into the system,
is now supporting this system. We need to wake up and revisit CONGOMA. We cannot be coordinated by a
“regulator.” The regulator cannot advocate on our behalf, nor can it question itself. We therefore call upon
the chairperson of the Governing Council of CONGOMA to critically examine what we are doing with
CONGOMA. Sadly, we are prepared to pay the regulator millions to allow them to engage with us. We have
become docile. We cannot pay the membership fees to sustain a coordinator who will not unite us when
needed.

While on the subject, it's important to revisit the code of conduct in NGOs. One significant weakness we
need to address is the issue of whether paying for membership automatically qualifies an individual or
organisation as an NGO. Unfortunately, we are aware that this is a sensitive topic. Therefore, it's crucial
that we introduce a degree of sanity into the NGO sector. The World Association of NGOs (WANGO)
provides an NGO Code of Conduct; please visit their website at https://www.wango.org to learn more.

The SADC People’s Forum convenes in Antsirabe, Madagascar, from 15 to 17 August 2025 under the theme
"Reclaiming Our Future: Building Sovereign Economies, Advancing Debt Justice, and Amplifying People’s
Power in the Face of Injustice and Neo-Colonisation." How are we preparing as Malawi for this important
forum alongside the SADC Heads of Government meeting in Madagascar? We need to mobilise and
participate in these forums as we build towards 2063.

Have a wonderful read! 
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BEFIT lights the way in Malawi’s schools,
 With tablets and tech, breaking old rules.

 From Standards One to Four, children
thrive,

 Learning self-paced, their futures come
alive.

Solar power fuels education’s spark,
 Bringing knowledge to places once dark.

 Partners unite to open each door,
 Building strong foundations evermore.

Hope and innovation lead the way,
 Transforming lives with each new day.
 In Malawi’s classrooms, dreams take

flight,
 BEFIT guides them toward the light.

LIGHTING THE
PATH TO

LEARNING
By 

Wilson Mkandawire





Zomba Youth Empowered Through SRH Outreach
Activity

Page 5

Youth Development

YONECO, in collaboration with Youth-
Friendly Health Service (YFHS) providers,
conducted a Sexual and Reproductive
Health (SRH) outreach activity at Chambo
Evacuation Centre in Zomba.

The campaign, which targeted adolescent
boys and girls, combined critical health
education with engaging performances
by young people from the area, including
poetry, live drama and dance
performances. These creative expressions
helped to break down complex and
sensitive issues and encouraged open
discussions.

The outreach addressed various key topics,
such as the prevention of HIV and other
Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs), the
importance of reporting Gender-Based
Violence (GBV), and the risks associated with
teenage pregnancies.

The activity facilitators used various
interactive methods to ensure that the
targeted young people were able to
comprehend the information and order to
make informed decisions about their health.

Insert:  Young people who were reached with SRH information in Zomba district performing a play during
the event.
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YONECO, through the Forest Land Restoration (FLR)
project, has rewarded three top science students
from each of the 14 schools in the areas of
Traditional Authority (T/A) Mpando and T/A
Kwataine in Ntcheu district. 

The initiative, which is being funded by FAO, aims
to support the restoration of the Mpira Dam
catchment area by promoting a culture of tree
planting and care among primary and secondary
school learners. 

The purpose of these rewards is to motivate
students to excel in their studies while also
engaging in Forest Land Restoration activities,
such as establishing woodlots and fruit orchards,
among other interventions.

The prizes awarded to the outstanding students
include school bags, T-shirts, golf shirts, exercise
books, calculators and branded mugs.

Of the 14 schools participating, ten are primary
schools namely Mwansambe, Chibweya, Nan-Ray,
Nkhande, Chipusile, Ntcheu Catholic, Gomeza, Mdeka,
Chikuse, and Gongolo. Additionally, there is Hope
Nursery School as well as Ntcheu Secondary School
and Ntcheu Community Day Secondary School
(CDSS).

YONECO Rewards Top Science Students to
Promote Forest Restoration in Ntcheu
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Youth Development

Insert: The Top Science Students who were recognized posing with their rewards at a ceremony that was
held in Ntcheu district.
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YONECO Sponsors Zomba Youth in 2025 FCB
National Hockey Tournament
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Youth Development

YONECO funded the youthful Zomba
Hockey Team which qualified for the 2025
FCB National Hockey Tournament that was
held from 25 to 27 July, 2025 at the
National Hockey Stadium in Blantyre.

The sponsorship reflects YONECO’s
broader belief in the power of sports to
engage young people, build life skills, and
drive positive social change.

“We believe in the power of sports as a tool
for youth engagement and social
transformation. That’s why we gladly
supported the Zomba Hockey Team’s journey
in the tournament,” explained the Executive
Director of YONECO, MacBain Mkandawire. 

The FCB National Hockey Tournament
attracted teams from across the country,
providing a platform for young athletes to
showcase their talent, promote teamwork
and physical fitness.

Insert: Zomba Hockey Team members posing for a group photo before their first match in the FCB
National Hockey Tournament in Blantyre.
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YONECO Empowers Youth with SRHR
Knowledge at Mangochi Technical College

Youth Development
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On 20 July 2025, YONECO conducted a Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) awareness
session at Mangochi Technical College, aimed at
equipping the students with consistent information
and practical knowledge to help them make
informed decisions about their health.

The session tackled a range of critical topics,
including safe sex practices, contraceptive use,
abortion laws and health implications, and common
misconceptions surrounding sexuality. A key
moment in the event was a hands-on
demonstration of how to correctly use both male
and female condoms, highlighting the importance
of protection against sexually transmitted infections
(STIs) and unintended pregnancies.

Facilitators also led a fact-based discussion on
abortion, emphasizing the importance of
understanding the legal framework in Malawi,
accessing safe and approved services, and avoiding
unsafe practices that pose serious health risks. The
goal was to challenge stigma and debunk myths
associated with abortion.

Another central part of the session was dedicated to
addressing harmful sexual myths often spread
through peer pressure and misinformation. 

Participants were encouraged to respect each
other’s rights, understand the consequences of
risky behaviors, and make empowered choices.

YONECO underscored that comprehensive SRHR
education is essential for young people, especially
in curbing early pregnancies, reducing STI
infections, and promoting informed, healthy
lifestyles. The session saw high levels of
engagement, with many students actively
participating in discussions, asking questions, and
sharing personal insights.

“This session helped me understand the
importance of using protection and knowing the
truth about things we often hear from friends,”
said one participant.

Through initiatives like these, YONECO continues to
champion youth empowerment across Malawi,
promoting open dialogue on sensitive topics and
building a generation that is informed, confident,
and in control of their health and well-being.

Insert: Young people from Mangochi
Technical College who were part of the

awareness session.
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Relief for Machinjiri Family as Child with Disability
Receives Wheelchair Support

Child Protection and Development
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A family in Machinjiri, Blantyre, is seeing a ray of
hope after receiving a wheelchair for their five-year-
old son, who was born with a disability that prevents
him from walking and speaking.

The support came through a donation from YONECO,
with assistance from the humanitarian organization
Gift of the Givers.

The donation was made after the child’s mother,
Hilda Selemani, raised her concerns at the YONECO
office in Machinjiri. Her plea prompted swift action
that led to the donation.

Speaking during the handover of the wheelchair,
Selemani, who looks after her two children alone by
doing various small jobs, expressed heartfelt
gratitude to both organizations.

She said the wheelchair will ease the difficulties
she faces in caring for her son and improve
their daily life.

“I am so thankful for this support. It will make a
huge difference,” she said.

Also speaking during the event, YONECO’s
Blantyre representative Nelson Chautala Msiska
and Kingsley Kanjawira from Gift of the Givers
reaffirmed their commitment to supporting
vulnerable families and promoting child welfare
across Malawi.

“The wellbeing of children and the communities
they live in is a priority for both our
organizations,” said Kanjawira.

In addition to the wheelchair, the child received
other essential supplies, including flour and
diapers.

Insert: Representatives from Gift of the Givers Foundation and YONECO staff posing for a photo
with the beneficiary and his mother after the presentation of the wheelchair.
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130 Children Graduate from YONECO ECD
Centres 

Child Protection and Development
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130 children graduated from YONECO Early
Childhood Development (ECD) Centres across
Malawi on Friday, marking an exciting
milestone as they prepare to begin primary
school.

The graduation ceremonies were held
simultaneously in YONECO’s ECD centres
located in Chikwawa, Blantyre, Machinga,
Mangochi, Ntcheu, Zomba, and Nkhata Bay.
The events were filled with joy, smiles, and
heartfelt pride as young learners donned
graduation gowns, danced, and received
certificates to the cheers of their families and
caregivers.

Parents, guardians, and community members
turned out in large numbers to celebrate the
occasion, showing strong support for the
value of early childhood education.

In a statement, YONECO thanked all caregivers,
teachers, and parents who contributed to the
children's learning journeys and helped make
the graduation day special.

“These young stars are taking their first big step
into the future, and we are proud to have laid a
strong foundation for their education,” read the
statement.

Insert: Learners at one of the DICs captured here during the graduation day.
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Community Builds Teacher Houses to Sustain
Tablet-Learning Sessions 

Communities surrounding Vumo Primary School
in Chitipa are constructing three teacher houses
to attract and retain more educators in a bid to
sustain the positive impact of the Building
Education Foundations through Innovation and
Technology (BEFIT) programme.

The initiative comes in response to the growing
demand for teachers at the school, where only
four teachers are currently responsible for eight
classes. This shortage disrupts regular lessons,
including the BEFIT tablet-based learning
sessions that are being commended for showing
promising academic outcomes among learners.

Group Village Headman (GVH) Vumo highlighted
that the teacher shortage was hindering progress
at the school. By mobilizing resources and labour,
community members are constructing three staff
houses to attract and retain more teachers. This
effort is expected to improve the continuity and
quality of both BEFIT sessions and regular classes.

Child Protection and Development

Page 13

“The BEFIT sessions have been very helpful, but
the shortage of teachers has made it difficult to
manage them consistently. This is what
compelled us, as parents and guardians, to act,”
said Group Village Headman (GVH) Vumo.

The Chitipa District Quality Education Officer
(QAO), Thomson Phiri, added that the presence
of accommodation would make it more
attractive for teachers to be posted to Vumo.

In his remarks, Chitipa District Council’s Quality
Education Officer (QAO), Thomson Phiri,
expressed enthusiasm, stating that with the
availability of houses at Vumo, his office would
be eager to recruit new teachers. Phiri reiterated
that the presence of accommodation would
make it more attractive for teachers to be
posted to Vumo.

BEFIT is a government of Malawi-owned and led
programme aimed at enhancing foundational
literacy and numeracy skills among learners in
standards 1 to 4 across all public primary schools
in Malawi through supplemental, individualized,
self-paced instruction delivered via specialized
apps on android tablets. 

Insert: The soon-to-be teacher house under construction which is set to ease housing challenges
and sustain teachers at the school.
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Social Cash Transfer Sparks Change for
GBV Survivor in Ntcheu

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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Following the report, both Esme and her
husband were summoned. Esme bravely
confirmed the abuse, and her husband
admitted to his actions. He was counselled
and voluntarily handed over the funds to his
wife. A follow-up revealed a remarkable
turnaround.

“I am no longer being abused, and for the
past three months, the cash transfers have
been used as intended. I am grateful for the
intervention,” Esme said.

With support from UNICEF, YONECO is working
with Ntcheu District Council to scale up
awareness sessions and encourage
survivors of GBV to speak out. The initiative
marks a crucial step in ensuring that Social
Cash Transfers truly benefit entire
households. 

For 48-year-old Esme Bulaya from Matale Village,
Senior Traditional Authority (STA) Tsikulamowa in
Ntcheu silence had become a painful norm. Since
her household began receiving Social Cash
Transfers, Esme endured physical and emotional
abuse from her 56-year-old husband, who
controlled and misused the funds. 

Trapped by cultural beliefs that placed men as the
sole heads of households, Esme suffered in silence
believing her situation was normal. Her husband
misused the cash, leaving the family’s needs
unmet and subjecting her to repeated violence. The
community remained quiet as the harmful culture
of silence prevailed. 

But change came when the Social Protection for
Gender Empowerment and Resilience (SP-GEAR)
programme was introduced in the district. Esme’s
case was reported during one of the awareness
sessions which YONECO organized under the SP-
GEAR Programme. 

Insert: One of the the beneficiaries of the Social Cash Transfer Programme in the district appreciating
how the programme has transformed her household.
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Trained Coaches Receive Sports Equipment Under
Peace-building Initiative

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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YONECO, with support from UN Women and the
UN Women and Women’s Peace and
Humanitarian Fund (WPHF) donated sports
equipment and materials to five coaches
which the organization trained to promote
peace using sports in Phalombe and Machinga
districts. 

The items that were donated include footballs,
netballs, cones, and training bibs. 

The distributed materials marked a key
milestone in an ongoing initiative which is
aimed at increasing women's participation in
conflict prevention in the targeted districts. The
handover ceremony was presided over by
district council officials and traditional leaders. 

In their remarks, officials from the district
council hailed the project for using sports as a
tool for uniting communities and promoting
positive behavioural change among young
people.

Insert: The facilitators that were trained under UN Women and the UN Women and Women’s
Peace and Humanitarian Fund (WPHF) receiving the sports equipment in Machinga district

TA Mizinga urged the newly trained coaches to
make full use of the equipment to promote
peace, dialogue, and inclusion. He highlighted
the role of sports in raising awareness on
gender-based violence (GBV) and
encouraging community engagement on
critical social issues.

The coaches who are now equipped with both
skills and tools, are expected to lead sports
sessions within their communities. These
sports activities will serve as recreational
outlets as well platforms for promoting peace,
gender equality, and education on the
dangers of GBV.

The items were donated under Sustaining
Community Women Movement for
Peacebuilding and Humanitarian Response
Project which is being funded by UN Women
and WPHF. 
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Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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YONECO Trains Male Champions in
Machinga to Promote Gender Equality and

Peacebuilding

YONECO conducted a two-day training of men
and boys on Barbershop Toolkit that was held at
Liwonde, Mchinga, from 22 to 23 July 2025.

The training aimed at empowering the
participants to champion gender equality,
challenge harmful norms and promote positive
change in the areas of Traditional Authorities
(T/A) Sitola and Mizinga, Machinga. 

The training is expected to promote positive
masculinities by engaging men and boys as
active allies in advancing gender equality,
peaceful coexistence, and shared leadership.
The participants were also equipped with
practical skills for facilitating peer dialogues and
promotion of male-led advocacy against
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and harmful
cultural practices.

Ten male community champions participated
in the training, and they will serve as peer
trainers to cascade the knowledge and skills to
other men and boys in their respective
communities. 

The training was conducted under titled
“Sustaining Community Women’s Movement
for Peacebuilding and Humanitarian Response
Project” which is being funded by the Women’s
Peace and Humanitarian Fund (WPHF) through
UN Women.

Insert: Men and boys that were trained in the
Barbershop Toolkit in Machinga district
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Women Empowerment and Gender Equality

Page 18

YONECO Empowers Women Entrepreneurs
in Chikwawa

In a continued effort to promote economic
empowerment among women, YONECO
conducted a business development session
targeting small-scale women entrepreneurs
at Dyeratu Market in Chikwawa District.

The engagement that was held on 18 July
2025, focused on equipping the women with
practical skills and knowledge in business
planning, record keeping, and profit tracking
which are key components for growing
sustainable businesses.

According to participants, the session was
both timely and impactful. 

Many of the women shared how their
small-scale businesses are making a real
difference in their households, including
covering tuition fees for children in
secondary schools and various colleges.

“This session is an eye-opener. I will use
the knowledge to boost my business to
earn more income,” said one of the
businesswomen, who runs a thriving stall
selling samosas, fritters, and ring
doughnuts.

Insert: Field Officer for YONECO in Chikwawa captured engaging with one of the business
ladies at Dyeratu market in the district.
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YONECO Engages Traditional Leaders on Voter
Mobilization Ahead of September Polls

Media, Collaboration, Networking and Coordinating
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As one of the organizations that have been
accredited to conduct Voter and Civic
Education (CVE) for the upcoming September
16, 2025, General Election, YONECO organized a
voter awareness session with traditional and
community leaders at Kaseye, Chitipa district.

The engagement aimed to mobilize
community leaders to actively encourage
registered voters in their areas to participate in
the forthcoming elections.

During the session, YONECO emphasized the
critical role that traditional leaders play in
promoting civic responsibility and ensuring
that citizens understand the importance of
casting their vote on polling day.

In his remarks, Village Head Mwenevumbo
described the meeting as both timely and very
important. The village head expressed 

concern over growing voter apathy in the
area and how it impacts on good
governance.

“Voter apathy brings wrong people into
positions of power,” he said. “As leaders, we
must encourage our people to participate
and elect leaders who truly understand our
needs,” explained Village Head
Mwenevumbo. 

YONECO’s voter education campaign is part
of a nationwide effort to strengthen
democratic participation and ensure that the
electoral process is inclusive and
transparent.

YONECO has scheduled to conduct more
engagement sessions with various
stakeholders in the lead-up to the 2025
General Election.

Insert: Traditional leaders from various communities in Chitipa captured here during the engagement
meeting.

YONECO VOICE-Monthly Newsletter 
August 2025



YONECO Rallies Communities to Restore Forests

As part of its environmental conservation efforts,
YONECO, with support from FAO, has been
conducting a series of community film
screenings followed by dialogue sessions in
Traditional Authority (TA) Mpando and TA
Kwataine to promote afforestation and the use
of energy-efficient cooking stoves.

The initiative is aimed at restoring the degraded
landscape surrounding Mpira Dam, which
supplies piped water to residents of Ntcheu and
Balaka. In recent years, the dam's efficiency has
been severely affected due to rampant
deforestation in the catchment area.

YONECO communications team held a
community screening and discussion session in
Kwataine and Mpando areas. The discussions
focused on the importance of protecting existing
trees and embracing more sustainable
practices of reducing environmental
degradation.

“Deforestation has reached alarming levels here.
We can no longer ignore the signs. Our streams
are drying up, and the dam is not functioning as
it used to,” explained Village Head Kasale who
attended the screening.

Media, Collaboration, Networking and Coordinating
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During the post-screening discussions, young
people expressed concern over the lack of
alternative livelihoods, which they said pushes
many into the charcoal trade which is a major
driver of deforestation in the area. Community
members also highlighted that the growing
demand for burnt bricks, which are being
supplied for infrastructure development in Ntcheu
town is another contributing factor to
deforestation in the area. 

Despite the challenges, community members
agreed to take collective action to restore forest
cover in the area. With guidance from the
traditional and community leaders who were
present, community members agreed to
establish communal woodlots and enforce new
by-laws to protect their forests and promote tree
planting. 

“We have to take this seriously,” said Village
Headman Kasale. “We are the ones feeling the
consequences, and we must be the ones to act.”

The screenings are among the activities which
YONECO is implementing under the Promotion of
Forest Land Restoration Interventions in Schools
and Communities around Mpira Dam.

Insert: Community members who took part in the screening were also given a platform to ask questions and
contribute to the discussions.
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ECHO DG Tours Malawi Drought Response
Project Sites 

Media, Collaboration, Networking and Coordinating
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Insert: ECHO Malawi Director General being briefed on the progress that has been made in the
implementation of the program by YONECO ECHO Project Coordinator.

YONECO hosted the Director General of the
European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid
Operations (ECHO) during an official visit to review
progress on the Malawi Drought Response ECHO
Project.

The visit, held at YONECO’s Head Office in Zomba,
brought together key stakeholders involved in the
humanitarian response and accountability efforts.
The Director General was welcomed by YONECO’s
Executive Director, MacBain Mkandawire, before
embarking on a guided tour of the organisation’s
facilities that support Accountability to Affected
Populations (AAP).

Among the key sites visited was the Tithandizane
Toll-Free Helpline, a platform that enables
community members to report pressing issues
such as missed Social Cash Transfer payments.
The delegation also toured the ICT Department,
which demonstrated YONECO’s Complaints and
Feedback Mechanism (CFM), a tool designed to
ensure transparency and responsiveness in
humanitarian service delivery.

The final stop was at YFM Radio Station, YONECO’s
in-house broadcasting platform that plays a critical
role in raising public awareness and amplifying the
voices of communities affected by humanitarian
crises.

Speaking after the tour, the Director General of ECHO
commended YONECO for its innovative and
community-centred approach to humanitarian
response. He specifically praised the organization’s
effective use of technology and media to promote
transparency, accountability, and civic
engagement.

“This model of combining direct communication
platforms with structured feedback systems is vital
in ensuring that affected populations are not just
recipients of aid, but active participants in shaping
the response,” the DG noted.

YONECO’s Executive Director echoed the sentiment,
adding that the organization remains committed to
creating inclusive platforms that protect and
empower vulnerable populations across Malawi.
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Malawi Police, YONECO Lead Unity Walk for
Peaceful 2025 Elections

The Malawi Police Service, in partnership with
YONECO and other stakeholders, conducted a
community awareness event aimed at promoting
peaceful and non-violent elections ahead of the
2025 polls.

The event kicked off with a colorful solidarity walk
from Chinamwali to Zomba Police College,
featuring the Malawi Police Brass Band, YONECO
Cultural Troupe, CSO representatives, and members
from various political parties. The walk symbolized
unity and the collective commitment to upholding
democratic values.

At the Malawi Police grounds, participants were
treated to powerful artistic performances from both
the YONECO Cultural Troupe and the Police Band. 

The ceremony was further honored by the
presence of the Zomba District Commissioner,
who delivered a speech emphasizing the need for
peace, tolerance, and fairness during the election
period.

Similarly, YONECO also joined the event in Balaka
as a way of reaffirming the organization’s
commitment to supporting peaceful, fair, and
credible elections in the country. The march
started at Chingeni Trading Centre and
concluded at Balaka Stadium and it brought
together a wide range of stakeholders, including
civil society organizations, political party
representatives, traditional leaders, and
community members.
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Insert: The Malawi Prison Band captured here during the solidarity walk aimed at promoting peace
and tolerance during the upcoming general elections. Insert: Executive Director of YONECO, MacBain

Mkandawire participating in the march.
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Balaka Holds Solidarity March to Promote Peace
Ahead of 2025 Elections

As Malawi gears up for the 2025 General Elections
scheduled for 16 September, Balaka District Council
on Monday organized a solidarity march aimed at
promoting peace and tolerance throughout the
electoral period.

The march, which started at Chingeni Trading
Centre and concluded at Balaka Stadium, brought
together a wide range of stakeholders, including
civil society organizations, political party
representatives, traditional leaders, and community
members.

YONECO also joined the event as a way of
reaffirming the organization’s commitment to
supporting peaceful, fair, and credible elections in
the country.

Speaking during the event, officials from the
council emphasized the need for unity and non-
violence as the election period draws closer. They
urged all political actors and citizens to engage in
issue-based campaigns and to avoid hate
speech or actions that could incite conflict.

The solidarity march is part of broader efforts by
local authorities and stakeholders to foster a
peaceful environment before, during, and after
the elections. 

YONECO expects similar initiatives to be rolled out
in other districts of Malawi as well.
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Insert: various stakeholders from Balaka district captured here during the solidarity walk aimed at
promoting peace and tolerance during the upcoming general elections.
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Tippy Taps Boost
Hygiene and

Climate Resilience
in Zomba and

Machinga
An increased number of households that
are adopting the use of Mponda Giya
(tippy tap) hand washing tool in Zomba
and Machinga districts YONECO is
promoting the facility under ‘Making
Communities Resilient to Climate-Induced
Health Challenges project’. 

Mponda Giya is a simple yet essential tool
that help in the prevention of diseases
associated with poor sanitation and
promotes hygiene in the wake of climate-
related health risks.

The project, which is being implemented
with the financial support of Foundation S,
is aimed at strengthening the climate
resilience of community members by
enabling them to better prepare for, cope
with, and manage the health risks posed by
climate variability and change. 

Good Health and Sanitation
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In this project, YONECO working with various
community structurers and health
promoters who have intensified awareness
and education sessions in their designated
areas. 

Insert below: A young boy demonstrating how he uses the tippy tap after using the toilet as one way
of maintaining hygiene.
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Guardians Demand Better Health Support 

On 1 July, 2025, YONECO conducted an
awareness session with 24 women staying
at the guardian shelter of Mangochi District
Hospital to discuss the importance of
quality health services. 

The meeting provided a valuable platform
for the women to share their experiences
and highlight the challenges they face
while supporting patients at the hospital.

Many women spoke about the lack of basic
necessities such as soap, food, and
bedding during their stay, which affects
their comfort and ability to care for their
loved ones. The session also focused on
family planning. The facilitators shared
information about contraceptives. 

Good Health and Sanitation
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Cleanliness was another issue raised.
Although the hospital has some staff
maintaining the cleanliness of the
surroundings, participants noted that more
support is needed to maintain hygiene
across the facility. The participants also
expressed concern about frequent drug
shortages, which often force them to buy
medication from outside pharmacies,
placing extra strain on their families.
Overcrowding at the guardian shelter was
also mentioned as a serious challenge.

Insert below: Some of the guardians at the hospital who expressed concerns over better health
support.
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YONECO Leads Malaria Awareness Drive
with Support from Foundation S

YONECO, with support from Foundation S,
conducted malaria prevention awareness
sessions in the area of Traditional Authority
(T/A) Mwambo on 27 and 28 July 2025 to
educate community members on the
connection between malaria, climate change,
and public health.

The sessions that focused on more than just
creating awareness but empowering
communities to take ownership of their health
and environment were conducted in
collaboration with community health workers
from the targeted area. 

Communities were educated on how climate
change–driven rising temperatures and
increased rainfall have created favorable
breeding conditions for mosquitoes, leading to
a rise in malaria cases in recent years.
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The Health Surveillance Assistants (HSAs) for the
area urged residents to prioritize the use of
mosquito nets and dispelled common
misconceptions. 

Beyond malaria, discussions covered broader
climate-related health threats. These included
malnutrition from drought and flooding,
increased risk of cholera due to contaminated
water, and respiratory issues linked to
deteriorating air quality. An environmental
officer at the session highlighted the role of
afforestation in combating climate change and
soil erosion.

YONECO, with support from Foundation S is
implementing a project titled Making
Communities Resilient to Climate Induced
Health Challenges. The project is being
implemented in Zomba and Machinga districts. 

Insert: One of the Health Surveillance Assistants (HSA) captured here demonstrating the proper use of
mosquito nets.
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Mobilizing Community Support for Thin
Plastics Ban Enforcement

In the fight against climate change, Malawi
has implemented a ban on the use of thin
plastics, which took effect earlier in 2025.

In this regard, YONECO conducted door-to-
door visits to shops in Msikawanjala as part
of an awareness campaign aimed at
educating shop sellers about the dangers
of thin plastics, what the ban entails, and
how they can become agents of change.

The sellers were informed about the
harmful effects of thin plastics, which
include health risks, non-biodegradability,
plastic pollution, and harm to wildlife.

They were also made aware of the current
government ban on thin plastics and the
need to promote environmentally friendly
alternatives, such as woolen bags and
paper bags. Additionally, the 
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consequences of non-compliance, which
include fines and imprisonment, were
communicated.

The shop sellers were encouraged to be
agents of change and to educate their
customers about the importance of
reducing plastic waste. Michael Mzee, one of
the shop owners, expressed gratitude for
the information, while many others
indicated that they were not aware of the
ban.

Insert below: Field Officer for Blantyre district engaging with stakeholders during the awareness campaign on
thin plastics.
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