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Dear Readers,

September 1, 2025, marks the final stage of engagement between the electorate and those aspiring to be
elected. It is a critical time when Malawians must decide their destiny for the next five years. We are all
anxious to see the outcomes of the 16 September 2025 election and who will steer the ship in the coming
term. The humble advice is “Do not promise the voter the moon, as it exposes your ingenuity”. One thing
that politicians should clearly outline is how they intend to tackle corruption and enhance social and
economic development. Poverty has persisted in Malawi, and food insecurity is growing; we need to
manage this. Political parties must have a clear strategy for turning around the ailing economy.

The Africa Climate Summit 2 will convene in Addis Ababa from 8 to 10 September 2025 to address
solutions for managing climate change-induced challenges. Climate change has created numerous
obstacles, pushing health systems off balance. As a nation, we need to reflect on the extreme weather
conditions, floods, and related issues. It is essential to consider how these challenges are being managed.
The engagement of young people in climate change movements is paramount; however, we also need to
explore how to enhance their effective participation. Over the years, we have witnessed superficial
engagement from young people. Those involved in these initiatives often occupy these spaces primarily
due to their connections. The urban poor youth are facing the most severe effects of climate change, yet
they receive little attention. One wonders if we are genuinely serious about planning for the future. Young
people in schools are taught about climate change mainly to pass exams, with limited skills to actively
participate in reducing its impact. It is high time we re-focused our efforts to ensure that young people
can engage meaningfully.

September 8, 2025, is World Literacy Day, and as a nation, it is time to reflect on literacy issues and
initiatives. The theme of the day, "Literacy and Sustainable Societies," highlights the crucial role of literacy
in building peaceful, inclusive, and sustainable societies, as well as promoting human rights,
empowerment, and a balanced digital transition. However, engagement in literacy initiatives in Malawi
has been limited, indicating a need for increased investment in literacy programmes. We should also
reconsider the use of social media as a tool for literacy learning.

Schools are opening this September 2025, and parents need to prepare their children effectively. Our
children require support emotionally, socially, financially, and physically. Many children face mental health
issues that go unrecognized at an early stage. We should pay attention when our children are reluctant or
non-enthusiastic about returning to school. There could be various reasons for this, including the
treatment they receive from their teachers. Teachers are also encouraged to monitor the children when
they return to school, as there may be underlying depression and anxiety stemming from experiences
such as the death or prolonged illness of parents or siblings, as well as gender-based violence (GBV).

As teachers and parents, we must help our children navigate these mental health issues. Teachers and
parents should befriend our children and support them. Children with mental health issues often lack
peace of mind, which can lead to a decline in their performance.

with MacBain Mkandawire
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While there is a growing concern over corporal punishment in schools, the Malawi government has
abolished it. However, media reports indicate that it is still being administered in educational institutions. It
is high time this issue is revisited and managed, and stakeholders need to organise themselves to
combat this vice. We are not advocating for a lack of discipline for children; rather, we urge that they be
disciplined with dignity using non-violent methods.

We would like to conclude the September 2025 conversation by focusing on the future of our children
through child rights and responsibilities. We have observed that, over time, children's engagement with
their rights has been limited to the children’s parliament, raising the question of whether all children can
become child parliamentarians. We need to seriously reflect on our approaches to children's rights and
how we can help children understand their rights and responsibilities. The Children's Rights Resources
Book (Children's Rights Centre) highlights the crucial need for children to comprehend their rights before
understanding their responsibilities. We must refocus our energies on creating widespread awareness,
promoting the protection of children's rights, and practicing these rights.

Child rights engagement requires comprehensive management of children and ensuring that both
children and all stakeholders understand their rights. In fact, the premise of activities in the children's
sector should be driven by the fundamental principles of survival, development, protection, and inclusion.
Therefore, children need to learn about their rights and responsibilities from their homes, schools, and
communities. The children's rights movement is ultimately a community responsibility aimed at
advancing children's rights.

Wishing you a successful September 2025.
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On 8  September, a light we raise,th

For every mind that seeks to blaze.
Through books and pages, stories

flow,
Unlocking worlds we long to know.

A single word can build a bridge,
From dreams afar to life’s wide ridge.

With every letter, hope takes flight,
Transforming darkness into light.

The power of reading, writing, more,
Opens every hidden door.

It lifts the heart, it sharpens mind,
A treasure rare, for all mankind.

So here’s to learning, here’s to growth,
To voices raised and wisdom’s oath.

On International Literacy Day,
We celebrate the words that stay.

THE GIFT OF
WORDS

By 

Wilson Mkandawire





Nkhande Primary School has emerged
victorious in the Forest Land Restoration Quiz
competition, which drew participation from 10
primary schools across Ntcheu District.

The wee-long competition, which commenced
on 5 August 2025 has ended today, 9 August
2025, with an award ceremony that celebrated
the top performers and their commitment to
environmental conservation.

The quiz was organized under the Forest and
Land Restoration Project which by the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO). Its primary aim
was to instill a strong culture of tree planting
and environmental stewardship among
children.

Nkhande Primary School clinched the first-place
spot in the finals, and they were closely followed
by Gomeza Primary School. In another round 

Nkhande Primary Wins Ntcheu’s Forest Land
Restoration Quiz
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Youth Development

Chikuse and Nan-lay Primary Schools secured third
and fourth places, respectively. The winners were
awarded various educational and sports materials,
including school bags, exercise books, calculators,
sports jerseys, golf shirts, T-shirts, footballs and
netballs.

One of the youngest participants, 9-year-old
Tryness Mahira from School Nkhande Primary
School, shared her excitement after the results were
announced.
“I’m happy we came first. I learned a lot about how
to take care of trees and why forests are important.
I want to plant more trees at home and teach my
friends too,” she said, smiling.

In his remarks, YONECO’s Project Coordinator, Edwin
Chulu, hailed the enthusiasm of the learners and
their teachers. Chulu stated that such initiatives are
key in shaping environmentally conscious young
leaders.

Insert: Students from Nkhande Primary School showing their medals after emerging as winners in the quiz
competition.
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YONECO Introduces Remedial Classes for
Machinga Learners 

Child Protection and Development
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In a bid to boost literacy and numeracy skills
among primary school learners, YONECO has
launched remedial classes during the school
holiday in the area of Traditional Authority
(T/A) Kawinga, Machinga district.

The initiative targets children who are
struggling with basic reading, writing, and
arithmetic skills. The initiative is offering the
leaners a chance to catch up before the new
school term begins.

The field officers for YONECO in Machinga
district are facilitating the sessions, providing
targeted instruction to help the learners
understand the4 various key concepts. The
learners also benefit from structured practice
time in a supportive environment, designed to
improve their academic confidence and
performance.

Speaking on the intervention, the District
Manager for YONECO in Machinga, Kephas
Phiri, explained that many learners in rural
areas fall behind due to various challenges

Including overcrowded classrooms, limited
learning materials, and lack of one-on-one
support.

“These holiday remedial classes are a of
bridging the learning gaps that are there. We
are focusing on the fundamentals of literacy
and numeracy to make sure that no child is left
behind when schools reopen,” the officer said.

Parents and guardians in the area have
welcomed the initiative, noting that their
children are now more engaged and showing
signs of improvement in their studies.

Insert: YONECO Field Officer captured here
teaching the learners during one of the remedial

sessions in the ditrict.
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Role of Early Childhood Development in Sustainable
Development

Child Protection and Development
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The Government of Malawi acknowledges the
significance of Early Childhood Development (ECD)
and promotes access to a minimum of 12 years of
formal education for all citizens. In a bid to
compliment Malawi government’s efforts towards
sustainable national development, YONECO has
ECD Programmes in 16 districts across country.

Quality early childhood education lays the
foundation for a lifetime of learning, growth, and
development. By denying children access to
education, we risk perpetuating inequalities.
Heartrendingly, children from underprivileged
backgrounds often fall behind their peers and this
exacerbates the existing socioeconomic
inequalities.

There are also a number of key challenges that
emanate from a society’s failure to provide early
childhood education.

Firstly, stifling human potential is another risk that
comes when children are not being offered quality
early childhood education as it helps them to
develop essential skills like cognitive abilities, and
social-emotional intelligence. Without it, children
may struggle to reach their potential.

Secondly, undermining economic growth is also
another big risk that comes along when the young
ones are denied the necessary early education. A
well-educated workforce is crucial for sustainable
socioeconomic growth of a society.

On a third note, a society risks limiting social
mobility when early childhood education is not
properly prioritized. Early childhood education helps
to break the cycles of poverty and promote social
mobility. Without this, disadvantaged children may
face greater challenges in escaping poverty.

To promote peaceful and prosperous societies,
governments, policymakers, and stakeholders must
prioritize quality Early Childhood Development
(ECD). By investing in early childhood education, we
can empower children, families, and communities,
ultimately building a more equitable, prosperous,
and peaceful world.

Insert: Stakeholders from various government and NGO partners posing for a photo after the ECD training.
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YONECO Concludes Refresher Trainings for
BEFIT Programme Teachers 

On 27 August 2025, YONECO successfully
concluded a series of refresher training courses
for teachers from the first cohort of schools
where the implementation of the Building
Education Foundations through Innovation and
Technology (BEFIT) Programme began in Rumphi.
 
The training sessions were conducted as part of
the programme's transition phase, which was
scheduled two years after the initial rollout in
some schools across Rumphi and Chitipa.

The refresher training sessions aimed to reinforce
the programme’s Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs) and reorient teachers on their roles,
highlighting various important factors, including
safeguarding issues.

Child Protection and Development
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Teachers who attended the training expressed
appreciation for the opportunity to revisit the dos
and don’ts of the programme and reaffirmed
their commitment to delivering inclusive, safe,
and quality education.

The Building Education Foundations through
Innovation and Technology (BEFIT) is a
government of Malawi-owned and led
programme. The programme aims to enhance
foundational literacy and numeracy skills among
learners in Standards 1 to 4 across all public
primary schools in Malawi through supplemental,
individualized, self-paced instruction delivered
via specialized Android tablets.

Insert: Some of the refresher training sessions that took place in pictures.
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SP-GEAR Project Spurs Growth and Innovation
among Savings & Loans Groups in Chikwawa

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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Currently, the group has saved over K6
million since January 2025. The group runs
poultry and irrigation projects and plan to
venture into goat, pig, and dairy farming.

The SLGs that were established through the
SP GEAR Project also reported positive
progress. Titukuke group runs a soap-
making business and has saved K2.4 million.
Tiyanjane and Tidalirane are also involved in
soap production, while members operate
small businesses like fish, maize, and
vegetable sales.

The SP-GEAR (Amayi Titukuke!) project, is
being implemented by the Government with
tailored support from YONECO. The project is
being funded by the European Union in
Malawi and Ireland through UNICEF Malawi.

On 15 August 2025, YONECO, in collaboration
with the Community Development Office,
conducted a learning visit at Malemia in
Chikwawa to promote knowledge exchange
among members of Community Savings and
Investment Promotion (COMSIP) groups, and
Savings and Loan Groups (SLGs).

The activity, that was conducted under the SP
GEAR Project, brought together participants
from Zathu Zomwe Cluster in T/A Malemia and
members of Tiyanjane, Tidalirane, and Titukuke
from the area of T/A Ndamera.

Zathu Zomwe Cluster shared their journey,
which commenced with the Malawi Social
Action Fund (MASAF), where members began
saving part of their K28,400 cash transfers.

Insert: Members of Zathu Zomwe savings groups posing for a photo after the engagement in
Chikwawa district.
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YONECO Empowers Chikwawa Extension Workers to
Champion Gender Transformative Approaches

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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In a bid to promote inclusive development in
Chikwawa district, YONECO has trained Child
Protection Workers, Community Development
Assistants, and Agriculture Extension
Development Officers in the effective
implementation of Gender Transformative
Approaches (GTA) using the Umodzi Model.

The two-day training sessions were conducted
in the areas of Traditional Authorities (T/As)
Ngabu and Chapananga in the district,
attended by a total of 56 extension workers.

These training sessions were conducted under
the SP-GEAR Project in collaboration with
implementing government departments,
including the Social Welfare Office and the
Gender and Community Development Office.

Insert: YOENCO officer together with Chikwawa district extension workers brainstorming on ideas
to effectively deliver the Umodzi Model.

The sessions featured lessons on joint
planning and decision-making at the
household level using the door-to-door
approach (Ulangizi wa khomo ndi khomo).
This component is expected to contribute
towards ensuring that women benefiting from
the Social Cash Transfer Programme are able
to make decisions and have equal
opportunities.

The participants developed action plans
aimed at spearheading the process of
transforming social norms and promoting
gender empowerment activities in their
designated areas.
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YONECO Joins DAC 2025
Commemorations in Blantyre

On 15 August 2025, YONECO joined partners,
stakeholders, and community members in
commemorating Day of the African Child (DAC),
which took place at Undani, Traditional Authority
(T/A) Kapeni in Blantyre.

Among other activities, YONECO showcased its
work and impact through a pavilion, where
participants, led by the guest of honour, had the
opportunity to learn more about the
organization’s programmes.

The Honourable Justice Jean Rosemary Kayira
was the guest of honour and was accompanied
by Senior Chief Kapeni and Blantyre District
Commissioner Alex Mdooko, among other
notable figures.

The event, which also attracted various
primary school learners, began with a parade
led by the Salvation Army Blantyre Corps Brass
Band.

The theme for this year’s event was “Planning
and Budgeting for Children’s Rights; Progress
since 2010.”

Insert: Participants who joined the district commemoration in Blantyre district captured here
during the event.
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YONECO Promotes Joint Household Decision-
Making in Mulanje

On 21 August 2025, YONECO conducted a
sensitization session on intra-household
decision-making for Savings and Loans
Group (#SLG) members under Traditional
Authority (T/A) Ndanga, Mulanje district.

The session focused on promoting gender
equality and financial transparency in
households, emphasizing the importance of
shared decision-making between spouses,
especially in managing SLG-related income
and family resources.

Facilitators underscored that involving both
men and women in financial decisions leads
to better resource utilization and family well-
being. Participants were urged to treat family
assets as jointly owned and to make
collaborative decisions that reflect the needs
of the entire household.

YONECO highlighted that equal
participation fosters trust, accountability,
and economic resilience. The initiative
forms part of the organization’s broader
community empowerment efforts to
improve household stability and promote
gender equity.

The activity was conducted under Social
Protection for Gender Empowerment and
Resilience (SP-GEAR) Project which is
supporting the implementation of the
Malawi National Social Protection Strategy
(MNSPS).

The project is being implemented in
Mzimba, Ntcheu, Balaka, Chikwawa,
Mulanje, Mwanza, Neno, Nsanje and
Zomba with financial support from the
Malawi government, the European Union in
Malawi, UNICEF Malawi and the
Government of Ireland.

Insert: A cross section view of participants during the community engagement meeting at
Traditional Authourity Ndanga in Mulanje district.
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Door-to-Door GBV Awareness Campaigns Empower
Chikwawa Women 
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From 11 to 16 August, 2025, YONECO
conducted door-to-door awareness
campaigns to promote gender equality
and end Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in
Chikwawa district.

The awareness focused on empowering
women with knowledge of their rights and
encouraging both women and men to
become active advocates for gender
equality within their communities.

During the sessions, facilitators emphasized
the fundamental human rights of every
individual, stressing the importance of
respect, dignity, and shared responsibility
in preventing violence and discrimination.

“These campaigns are focusing on both
awareness raising and shifting
mindsets. We want people to
understand that GBV affects everyone
and it is everyone's responsibility to take
a stand against it,” explained Mabel
Makondetsa – District Manager for
YONECO in Chikwawa. 

During the sessions, community members
were also encouraged to speak out
against harmful practices that fuel the
vice, report abuse, and support survivors
of GBV.

Insert: Participants during one of the door-to-door awareness campaigns to promote gender equality
and end Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in Chikwawa district.
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SP-GEAR Project Donates to Boost Social Welfare
Services in Ntcheu

On 12 August, the Ntcheu District Social Welfare
Office received a renovated office block and a
vehicle from UNICEF, the European Union, and the
Government of Ireland to support the
implementation of the Social Protection for
Gender Empowerment and Resilience (SP-GEAR)
Project.

The handover ceremony brought together
various partners and district stakeholders. The
project aims to strengthen social protection
systems to promote gender equality and build
resilience among vulnerable populations.

YONECO is one of the implementing partners of
the SP-GEAR Project and works closely with
various district social welfare offices and local 

communities to ensure that the project's
objectives are being achieved.

The project, which commenced in 2024 and
will phase out in 2026, supports the Malawi
National Social Protection Strategy and aims
to benefit over 500,000 people through social
cash transfers and targeted empowerment
activities. The districts involved include
Mzimba, Ntcheu, Balaka, Chikwawa, Mulanje,
Mwanza, Neno, Nsanje, and Zomba.

Insert: Officials from UNICEF and Ntcheu district Social Welfare Office during the handover
ceremony.
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Community Joins Zomba Clean-Up Drive to
Promote Hygiene

YONECO, in partnership with Zomba City
Council and the Young Achievers' Youth
Club, led a clean-up exercise targeting
Namalaka and Mpondabwino Markets in
Zomba.

The exercise was organized as part of
ongoing efforts to promote hygiene and
improve waste management in urban areas.
The activity focused on raising awareness
about the importance of maintaining clean
surroundings, especially in densely
populated townships.

“Through this exercise, we are sending a
strong message that cleanliness is not just
the city council’s job; it's an individual

responsibility and a collective community
action,” said Kettie Yotamu, one of the
organizers.

The campaign received support from local
community members who voluntarily
joined the exercise.

The organizers emphasized that such
clean-up exercises should not be one-
time events but part of a broader drive to
influence behaviour change and promote
community ownership of waste
management efforts.

Media, Collaboration, Networking and Coordinating
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Insert: Stakeholders that took part in the clean up exercise posing for a group photo.



YONECO Trains Community to Tackle Climate-
Related Health Challenges

In a bid to address the health challenges
posed by climate change, YONECO conducted
a climate change adaptation training session
at Mtambalika in the area of Traditional
Authority (T/A) Mposa, Machinga district.

The session aimed to strengthen the
community’s understanding of how climate
change is impacting public health and to
equip them with practical strategies for
adaptation.

The session provided hands-on guidance in
promoting climate-resilient health practices,
which included effective use of mosquito nets,
water treatment, disease surveillance, and
various sanitation and hygiene practices, such
as the making and use of tippy taps.

"This training session has empowered us to
understand the effects of climate change
and to take action. We are now better
prepared to protect ourselves, particularly the
vulnerable, from the various emerging health
risks,” explained one of the participants, Mofati
Kadewere.

The activity was conducted as part of
YONECO’s broader project, which is being
funded by Foundation S, with the aim of
building community resilience to climate-
induced health issues.

Climate Change and Disaster Management
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Insert: One of the HSAs from TA Mposa area engaging with the participants during the climate change
training session.
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YONECO Holds
Mental Health

Awareness Session
with Peer Educators

YONECO conducted a mental health
awareness session with Peer Educators
(PEs) at Ntaja Trading Centre in
Machinga district to address the rising
mental health challenges among the
youth in the area.

The session explored key causes, such
as academic pressure, unemployment,
family issues, and substance abuse.
Participants discussed the impacts of
these factors, including low self-esteem,
poor academic performance, social
withdrawal, and suicidal thoughts.

The facilitators emphasized on the
importance of early recognition of
symptoms and encouraged healthy
coping mechanisms such as physical
activity, social engagement, and
seeking support.

Good Health and Sanitation
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Participants committed to promoting
mental health awareness among their
peers to help reduce stigma and support
affected young people.
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Insert: Peer Educators from around Ntaja Trading
Centre during the mental health awareness

among youth session.




