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Dear Readers,

June is a protection month as we start with Child Labor Day on 13 June 2026 and the Day of the African
Child on 18 June 2026. As we reflect on these important events, we must examine the operation of Child
Protection Systems and assess the effectiveness of the current initiatives. Reports consistently indicate a
rise in child abuse and harassment, with increasing rates of child marriages and a backlog of unresolved
abuse cases within our court system. Child justice is under threat, prompting us, as actors in child
development, we need to seriously question our intervention.

The national commemoration event for the International Day of the Family was held on 30 May 2026 in
Lunzu, Blantyre where Senior Chief Kapeni raised two serious concerns regarding child protection
management in Malawi. Firstly, he highlighted the plight of a key child protection stakeholder: the elderly.
Historically, the aged have continued to play a crucial role in providing the much-needed care and
protection for children. The chief raised a concern that suddenly, these providers are increasingly
becoming victims of abuse and violence. While we might argue that these are no longer children, their
victimization has profound physical and psychological impacts on child development. The children are
exposed to the suffering experienced by elderly women, who are often accused of witchcraft. We urge
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and the various government agencies to address this issue urgently.

Secondly, the Senior Chief and the Member of Parliament for the area drew attention to another critical
aspect of child development: the engagement of children in sexual exploitation and abuse through public
entertainment, specifically child prostitution. This is a grave concern, especially given the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography (OPSC), which entered into force on 18 January 2002. The issues raised by these two local
leaders during the event present a serious challenge to child development workers in Malawi. We must
find urgent solutions, exploring preventive, management, and corrective or supportive actions to address
these problems.

On the other hand, during the same event, we remembered the children connected to the street. This is an
area where both CSOs and government actors continue to provide lip service. We have a strategy that
has remained in development for the last five years, yet we now know we have over 4,000 children
connected to the street. We have always argued (along with other development actors) that this is not
within their remit, even though children are their priority. What we have seen more of is tokenism, and the
government needs to be serious. Our call is that the government should expedite the revisions to the
strategy on street-connected children. This contravenes the report by the Office of the Ombudsman of
March 2019, entitled "Abandoned on the Street," whose recommendations have never been implemented.
We need serious reflection on how we will engage with these aspects. As a country, we need to start
looking at what we must do to ensure that children are protected.

Ensuring universal access to water, sanitation, and hygiene for every child in Africa is the theme for the
Day of the African Child 2026. This comes at no better time, especially as WASH is heavily impacted by
climate change events. Schools and communities in both rural and urban settings lack access to clean
water and have poor and inadequate sanitation facilities, with limited knowledge and awareness
regarding water and sanitation facilities. Hygiene practices are far from the expected standards due to 
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inadequate education programmes. More fundamentally, WASH interventions should form part of
foundational learning and the learning curve. As we commemorate actions on WASH, we need to seriously
rethink how we will sustain the momentum and hype.

Malawi commemorates the day against drug and substance abuse, observed globally on 26 June 2026,
amid increasing cases of young people being admitted to mental hospitals. UNDOC's theme for 2026
revolves around: "World Drug Problem: Persistent Issues, New Challenges and Innovative Responses." There
are new technologies, such as those helping people enter virtual spaces, and one wonders if these are
contributing to the increasing addiction among young people. The theme calls for actors to revisit the
persistent issues in drug and substance abuse, identify emerging challenges that we have not previously
managed, and consider how we intend to support the system. While this is the case, could we reflect on
whether our policies and laws are consistent with each other in the context of drug control and
management?

Wishing you a wonderful June 2026

with MacBain Mkandawire
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YONECO Inspires Students During Career
Day at the 36th MITF
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Youth Development

YONECO joined other institutions at the
36th Malawi International Trade Fair
(MITF) in Blantyre during Career Day
activities held from 19 to 29 May 2026
aimed at equipping students with
career guidance and future
opportunities.

The event brought together learners
from various schools across the city,
giving them a platform to interact with
professionals, explore different career
paths, and gain knowledge to help
shape their futures. Through the
sessions and discussions, students
were encouraged to make informed 

educational and career choices while
building confidence to pursue their
ambitions.

YONECO teams engaged with students
from both primary and secondary schools,
sharing information on key development
issues and responding to questions raised
by the learners.

YONECO extended appreciation to the
Malawi Confederation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (MCCCI) for
facilitating the student sessions, which
enabled YONECO to reach over 3,000
learners during the fair.
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A group of students who interacted with YONECO staff at theTrade Fairposing for a photo. 



Rumphi Youth Reap the Benefits of Sunflower
Farming Initiative
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Youth Development

Youth clubs engaged in sunflower contract
farming in Rumphi district, under YONECO’s
Youth Development Programme, are
expecting a bumper harvest following
encouraging progress on the farms that were
visited in early May, 2026.

YONECO, in partnership with the Rumphi
District Youth Office (DYO), conducted a
monitoring visit to Masato and Lumphawa
youth clubs to assess the implementation of
the programme and the level of participation
among young farmers.

The visit revealed strong commitment from
youth club members, many of whom have
embraced the contract farming initiative as a
viable pathway to economic empowerment.
The young farmers expressed optimism about
the anticipated yields and the opportunity to
access reliable markets for their produce.

YONECO introduced sunflower contract farming
as part of its broader efforts to equip young
people with practical agricultural and business
management skills. The initiative aims to enable
youth to generate income, sustain their clubs,
and improve their livelihoods through
agribusiness.

Officials from Rumphi DYO noted that the positive
response from the youth is a clear indication that
such initiatives can play a significant role in
addressing unemployment and promoting self-
reliance among young people in rural
communities.

“With the current progress and level of
commitment demonstrated, we are hopeful that
the initiative will not only result in a bumper
harvest but also contribute to long-term
economic growth and youth development in the
district,” explained an official from Rumphi DYO.
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Members of one of the youth clubs that are beneftting from the initiative captured here in their
field.



On 20 May 2026, YONECO trained members of
Mpapa Youth Club in the area of Traditional
Authority (T/A) Jalasi in Mangochi on peace-
building and social protection skills to help
address the increasing cases of drug abuse
in the area.

The session was organized in response to
calls from parents and community leaders
who bemoaned the problem, stating that it is
consequently leading to an increase in cases
of violence, teenage pregnancies, Sexually
Transmitted Infections (STIs) and juvenile
delinquency.

During the session, participants expressed
concern over the rising use of marijuana
among minors and behavioural challenges
affecting the youth in the area.

“As young people, we have a duty to help our
peers to desist from drug and substance abuse,
which is causing a lot of challenges in young
people’s lives,” explained the Chairperson of
Mpapa Youth Club.

The youth club members vowed to use their
newly acquired skills to conduct awareness
activities in schools and various spaces
frequented by young people, to discourage drug
abuse and encourage positive behaviour among
children and young people.

YONECO Trains Mpapa Youth Club
Members to Curb Rising Drug Abuse
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Members of the club posing for a group photo after the training in Mangochi district.



YONECO Engages Nsanje Students on
Peace, Safety and Responsible Citizenship
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Youth Development

On 21 May 2026, YONECO, in collaboration
with the Malawi Police Service and the
District Social Welfare Office, has
conducted an awareness campaign on
the dangers of mob justice at Chilichawo
Private Secondary School in Nsanje.

The campaign, which reached 120
students, was organized in response to
recent mob attacks linked to false
allegations of witchcraft and manhood
removal in the district.

Police officers urged learners not to take the
law into their own hands, emphasizing that
criminal matters should be handled through
legal channels.

Nsanje District Social Welfare officials also
encouraged students, especially girls, to stay
focused on education and avoid risky
behaviours such as drug abuse, alcohol
consumption, and involvement in violence.
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One of the stakeholders from the Social Welfare Office engaging with the students during the
awareness campaign.



YONECO, in partnership with the
Machinjiri Child Protection Case
Conference Committee, conducted a
child protection awareness session at
Namilango Primary School in
Machinjiri.

The session educated learners on
child rights, personal safety, the
importance of education, and the
dangers of early pregnancies, drug
abuse, violence, and negative peer
influence.

Speaking during the event,
Headmistress Eullalia Namakuwa
commended the initiative, saying the
school faces challenges such as
bullying, gang-related activities, and
substance abuse among learners.

The outreach directly reached 1,366
learners, including 701 boys and 665
girls, and similar sessions are
expected at South Lunzu and Nanjiriri
primary schools.

YONECO, Partners Intensify Child Protection
Education in Machinjiri 

Child Protection and Development
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Learners who took part in the session at Namilango Primary School. 



On 26 May 2026, YONECO conducted
a child protection and development
session at Dalitso Primary School in
Mwanza, aimed at equipping learners
with knowledge about personal
safety as well as their rights and
responsibilities.

The session targeted learners in junior
primary school classes and used
child-friendly approaches such as
storytelling, songs, group activities,
and question-and-answer
discussions, which helped to create a
safe and engaging learning
environment.

The session focused on various social
protection issues, as well as rights
and their corresponding
responsibilities. The children were
also made aware of various reporting
mechanisms, including the
Tithandizane toll-free National Child
Helpline 116.

A total of 78 children attended the
session, comprising 36 boys and 42
girls.

YONECO Strengthens Child Protection
Awareness Among Learners

Child Protection and Development
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Learners at Dalitso Primary School captured here during the child protection awareness



Minister Concerned Over Rising Number of
Children Begging on City Streets

Child Protection and Development
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Minister of Gender, Children, Disability and
Social Welfare Mary Navicha has expressed
concern over the increasing number of
children begging on the streets of Malawi’s
major cities, saying many of them come from
families with parents who should be caring for
them.

Speaking during the commemoration of the
International Day of Families and the
International Day of Street Connected Children
at Lunzu Primary School playground in Blantyre
on Friday, Navicha said it was worrying that
nearly half of the children found on the streets
have parents, with some reportedly being sent
out to beg.

The minister also condemned the rising cases
of violence against children, including sexual
abuse and the use of

harsh physical punishment, describing such
practices as harmful to children’s
development and well-being.

Senior Chief Kapeni of Blantyre echoed the
concerns, criticizing some fathers for having
large families without providing adequate
care and support. He said the failure of
parents to meet their responsibilities is
contributing to the growing number of children
sleeping, roaming and begging on the streets.

The event was organized by the Malawi
Government in collaboration with various
organizations including YONECO, Project Hope
Namibia, SOS Children’s Villages and YODEP.

The commemoration was held under the
theme "Family Inequalities and Child Well-
being."
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Minister of Gender, Children, Disability and Social Welfare Mary Navicha, together with YONECO Executive
Director MacBain Mkandawire during the commemoration.



Chitipa Learners Equipped to
Fight School Violence

Child Protection and Development
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YONECO, Chitipa Police, and the
District Social Welfare Office reached
out to 1,500 learners at Isyalikira
Primary School in Chitipa,
empowering them with knowledge
and skills to combat School-Related
Gender-Based Violence (SRGBV).

The initiative is expected to
strengthen child protection systems
and reduce violence in schools across
the district.

The session reached 1,560 learners,
including 769 boys and 791 girls, and
focused on child protection, learners’
rights, and the prevention of abuse
and violence in schools.

Facilitators encouraged learners to
report abuse, seek support from
trusted authorities, and help promote
a safe and inclusive learning
environment.
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Learners captured here during one of the sessions on curbing school violence in the district.





Regional Leaders Call for Sustainable
Financing to End Violence Against Women

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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YONECO participated in the Third Regional
Dialogue on Feminist Funding for Women's
Movements in East and Southern Africa that
was held from 25 to 27 May 2026 in Nairobi,
Kenya.

The dialogue was organised by UN Women
East and Southern Africa Regional Office
(ESARO) and the United Nations Trust Fund to
End Violence against Women under the
Advocacy, Coalition Building and
Transformative Feminist Action to End Violence
against Women (ACT) Programme. 

The meeting brought together government
representatives, women's rights organizations,
feminist funders, UN agencies, and
development partners committed to
advancing gender equality and ending
violence against women and girls.

The dialogue built on recommendations from
previous regional engagements conducted in
2024 and 2025 and focused on addressing
structural barriers that limit the sustainability,
reach, and transformative impact of women's
rights organizations. 

Key discussions highlighted the need for
increased investment in prevention of Gender-
Based Violence (#GBV), adopting sustainable
funding strategies, building partnerships
among governments, donors, and civil
societies, and building capacities of
grassroots women's rights organizations in
their community work.

YONECO remains committed to contributing to
regional and national efforts that promote
gender justice, strengthen women's
movements, and advocate for sustainable
financing.
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Delegates from across east and southern africa who gathered inNairobi, Kenya.



Community Groups in Makawa Push for Action
Against GBV and Child Marriage

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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Community-based groups from Makawa
in the area of Traditional Authority (T/A)
Mponda in Mangochi district have called
for stronger action to address Gender-
Based Violence (GBV) and within fishing
communities.

Speaking during a meeting that was
organized by YONECO on 8 May 2026,
participants expressed concern over
continued cases of abuse, including
reports of women and girls being forced to
exchange sexual favours for access to fish.

The community-based groups indicate
that the practice has contributed to rising
cases of Sexually Transmitted Infections
(STIs), unintended pregnancies, and
exploitation of vulnerable women and girls.

Community members also raised alarm
over persistent child marriages in the area,
accusing some traditional leaders of
supporting underage marriages.

“Participants noted that child marriage has
been among the key factors that increase
cases of school dropouts, poverty and
expose girls to various health
complications,” explained Hilda Ndala from
Makawa area.

The groups proposed intensified
community awareness campaigns,
promotion of peaceful family relations, and
economic empowerment initiatives aimed
at reducing household vulnerability and
conflict. Traditional leaders were further
urged to strengthen enforcement of child
protection laws and support the promotion
of human rights, and the welfare of women
and children in the area.
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Community-based group member together captured here duiring the meeting in Mangochi.  



YONECO Conducts Post-Flood Cash
Transfer Monitoring in Chikwawa

Women Empowerment and Gender Equality
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From 6th to 9th May 2026, YONECO), with
support from Islamic Relief and in
collaboration with the District Social Welfare
and Gender Office, conducted post-
distribution monitoring of cash transfers to
households affected by the March 2026 flash
floods in Chikwawa.

The exercise assessed the effectiveness of
the intervention and identified ongoing
community needs, reaching 401 people,
including 129 men and 281 women. 

Communities also received sensitization
on climate change, disaster preparedness,
Gender-Based Violence (#GBV), child
protection, accountability, and
transparency in humanitarian assistance.

During the exercise, community members
were encouraged to report GBV cases and
human rights violations through YONECO’s
Tithandizane toll-free Helplines. YONECO
further emphasized the need for stronger
child protection systems, environmental
conservation, and collective action to
build resilience against future disasters.
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Participants listen as an officer from YONECO in the district speaks during the post-flood cash
transfer monitoring in the district.



YONECO Hosts Co-Design Writeshop on GBV
Safe Spaces for UNIMA Students
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YONECO organized a co-design writeshop for a
pilot intervention that is aimed at creating
peer-moderated, confidential and accessible
spaces for University of Malawi (UNIMA)
students to openly discuss their experiences of
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and access
referrals to formal services.

The initiative, that is being supported by the
Sexual Violence Research Initiative (SVRI),
brought together student representatives from
UNIMA, officials from Zomba District Council
and a representative from the Ministry of
Gender, Children, Disability and Social Welfare
among others.

The writeshop focused on how safe spaces
could be adapted to the university context, the
role and selection of peer moderators, the
training modules, and enhancing survivor-
centred approaches that respect dignity and
confidentiality. In addition, the session
mapped referral pathways linking the
university’s welfare office, health clinic,
counselling unit and external services,
including the Police Victim Support Unit (VSU)
and YONECO’s toll-free Helpline Services.

Participants emphasized the need to ensure
the sustainability of the intervention and
explored how the safe space could transition
into university structures after the pilot phase
to ensure continuity.

Some of the studentrs who took part in the writeshop in Zomba captured here during one of the
breakout sessions.
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On 19th May 2026, YONECO hosted a
delegation from NBS Bank to discuss the
extension of access to formal financial
services for Savings and Loan Groups
(SLGs) in Chikwawa district.

Despite ongoing fuel shortages affecting
mobility, both institutions reaffirmed their
commitment to expanding community
financial inclusion. NBS Bank Service Centre
Manager for Nchalo, Harvey Chinombo,
commended YONECO for linking the bank
to grassroots communities.

Chinombo noted that the partnership has
already led to the registration of 17 SLG
groups and growth in the bank’s customer
base.

YONECO emphasized the need to advance
discussions on credit access and loan
disbursement, as many SLGs are ready to
scale up their businesses to improve
household livelihoods and economic
independence.

“This engagement reflects our efforts in
promoting sustainable community
banking opportunities for women, youth,
and vulnerable community members in
the district,” explained NBS Bank Service
Centre Manager for Nchalo, Harvey
Chinombo.
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The delegation from NBS Bank posing for a group photo with YONECO staff in Chikwawa.



NASFEST 2026 Ignites Cultural Exchange and
Youth Creativity in Malawi
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The NASFEST International Youth Cultural
Festival 2026 took place in Malawi, bringing
together young people and cultural groups
from across Africa, including Zambia,
Zimbabwe, South Africa, Ghana, and Botswana.

Hosted by the National Youth Council of Malawi
(NYCOM) in collaboration with the Department
of Tourism, the festival was held under the
theme “Moto wa Chikhalidwe: Create. Connect.
Conserve.” The festival aimed to promote
cultural exchange, creativity, and youth-led
development while strengthening regional ties.

Leading Malawi’s cultural charge was the
YONECO Cultural Troupe, a headline act
proudly represented the nation on this
international stage. With electrifying
performances and authentic displays of
Malawi’s heritage, the troupe captivated
audiences both in Salima and in Lilongwe,
where activities continued through to 3 May
2026.

From the lakeshore to the capital city, the
YONECO Cultural Troupe ensured Malawi’s
cultural identity shined brightly throughout the
entire festival, while actively engaging in other
activities such as workshops, games and
networking.

The festival opened with a vibrant launch at
Sunbird Livingstonia Beach Hotel, followed by
activities such as the Lake Malawi excursion
and a Bonfire Cultural Night featuring
traditional performances and the display of
national flags. Main events continued in
Lilongwe, which included live music, fashion
and art exhibitions, networking sessions, and a
street carnival.

The event organisers emphasized the
importance of platforms like NASFEST in
preserving culture, fostering unity, and
unlocking opportunities within the creative
economy, with youth playing a central role as
custodians of African heritage.  
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Young people from across Africa captured here during the festival. 



Nkhata Bay District Council led the launch of
Executive Order No. 2 of 2026 on sanitation
through a clean-up campaign and
community engagement activities held on 15
May 2026 at Mpamba Market in the district.

The Executive Order issued by the President of
the Republic of Malawi, Prof. Arthur Peter
Mutharika, mandates the provision and
maintenance of proper waste disposal and
hygiene facilities in public places, schools, and
workplaces. The Executive Order aims to
prevent poor sanitation and hygiene-related
infections.

The function began with a solidarity walk from
Mpamba Puma Filling Station to Mpamba
Market, which was followed by a market clean-
up exercise.

The launch event was graced by the presence
of the District Council Chairperson, who served
as the Guest of Honour. Additionally, the event
was attended by various stakeholders,
including district council officials, corporate
actors, civil society organizations, traditional
leaders, and community members.

Speaking on behalf of Civil Society
Organizations (CSO) in the district, the District
Coordinator for YONECO, Michael Mwanachawa,
urged communities to take ownership of
sanitation initiatives by adhering to hygiene
measures and maintaining clean environments
.
"CSOs need to mainstream sanitation
awareness in their day-to-day activities and
community programmes," explained
Mwanachawa.

The event was held under the theme "Every
Citizen Counts in Keeping Public Places Clean."

Good Health and Sanitation

Page 19

Nkhata Bay District Launches Operationalization
of Sanitation Executive Order

District Manager for YONECO in Nkhata Bay speaking to the gathering during the launch.
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